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Suggestions for Assessing a Learner’s English Level 

 

When you start working with a new learner, you need to find out about his or her 

strengths and areas of challenge. This will help you to individualize your lessons to the 

learner’s needs. It also gives you a baseline against which you can measure progress. 

If the learner has a formal “ivchun” (assessment report) by a professional tester, and 

the learner’s parents agree, you may be able to read the relevant sections, or review 

the results with the professionals already working with the child. (Note: These reports 

are highly confidential and require the strictest respect for privacy.) 

 

Here are some suggested assessment exercises that you can perform with the learner 

to get an idea of where they are. Print the assessment form.  

You or the learner will write on pages 1-7; you or the learner will read from pages 8-11. 

Print one copy of pages 1-7 for each learner you assess. You only need one copy of 

pages 8-11 

 
Alphabet:  

These two tasks test the learner’s knowledge of the names and sounds of the letters.  

Although our emphasis will not be on writing the alphabet in alphabetical order, and we 

will not learn the letters in this order, it is one task that the world uses as a standard 

measure of English knowledge. 

 Page 1: Ask the learner to write the English alphabet, both capital and 

small letters, in alphabetical order. If they don't remember all the 

letters or order, they can just write whatever they remember in any 

order. 

 Give the learner pages 8-9 to read from, and you write on page 2.  

Ask the learner to name the letters and tell you what sounds they 

make and anything they know about the letters.  

Note their responses on page 2. 

o If the response is correct and complete, just make a 

check mark. 

o For a partial or incorrect response, note what they say 

(phonetic notation) on page 2.  

 

Later, compare the learner’s responses to the correct answers and note 

discrepancies. 
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Sound and word dictation: To assess the “auditory intake to encoding in written 

symbols” channel, and optionally, vocabulary: 

Page 10: You dictate sounds (including sounds that can be spelled in multiple 

ways), and common English words containing a broad range of sounds and 

spellings. The learner writes their responses on page 3. 

 Dictate the sounds, one by one. Ask the learner to write all the ways 

they know to spell each sound. 

 Dictate the words to the learner, one by one, and ask them to write 

down each word. (To test vocabulary knowledge, ask the learner to 

write the definition of the word beside it, in Hebrew.) 

Later, compare the learner’s responses to the correct spellings (and definitions) 

and note discrepancies. 

 

Miscue Analysis: This is a technique to assess reading. 

 You need two copies of a text at the class level of the learner (one 

photocopy on which you will write, and one from which the learner will read).  

Included here is a beginning reader text, the copy for the learner to read 

from on page 11, and the copy for you to write on on page 4. 

 Ask the reader to read you the passage. Each time the reader makes a 

reading mistake or has trouble reading a given word, note the 

mispronunciation (use phonetic notation) on your copy, above the word that 

was misread. For example, if the reader is supposed to read, “take” and 

pronounces it “tack,” “tacky,” or “cat” instead, write “cat,” “tacky” or “tack” 

above the word “take” on your copy of the text.  (You can make a check mark 

for each word read correctly.) 

 Time the reading of the passage and note how long it took the reader to get 

through the reading itself. 

 When the reader finishes the entire passage, ask some basic comprehension 

questions about what has just been read (Who was this about? What 

happened? Where and when did it take place? etc.), and record the reader’s 

answers. (This will give you insight into the learner’s reading comprehension.) 

 Analyzing the mistakes: Later, analyze the reading errors and try to identify 

any patterns. Does the reading mistake change the meaning? The purpose is 

to identify the letters and combinations of letters that the reader does not 

know how to properly decode, and what you need to emphasize in your 

teaching. 
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Speaking and Writing  

Page 5: If you think the learner is able to do so, ask him or her to “chat” (answering 

your questions in English). Note your impressions of conversational or speaking ability 

(passive and active) at the top of page 5.  (If the learner doesn't understand the 

questions/can't answer in English, you can ask them in Hebrew, to get to know the 

learner better; note their answers and that they were given in Hebrew.) 

If the learner is willing, ask them to write a word, sentence or paragraph of their own 

choice at the bottom of page 5. Assess their independent writing attempt for spelling, 

vocabulary, and grammar. 

 

 

Letter Direction: Page 6 

This task checks the learner’s ability to identify and distinguish the direction of a 

letter: 

The letter to locate is at the beginning (left side) of each line and, on the rest of the 

same line are lots of different letters, some the same as the first letter and some 

different (but with some similar characteristics, except for direction.) 

Prepare an answer key with the right answers circled in color. 

Ask the learner to circle all the other examples on the line of the first letter in the 

line. 

Give the learner the answer key and a different color pen, and ask him/her to check 

and correct the first answers. 

Evaluate a) whether the learner initially circled the correct answers, and what type of 

mistakes they made b) how well they were able to check and correct their work, and 

what types of mistakes they made. 

 

Auditory Differentiation: page 7 

Determining the position of a given sound in a word (B,M,E): This is a technique to 

assess the learner’s phonemic/phonological awareness via the auditory (hearing) 

channel and the ability to distinguish sounds within words. 

Page 7 contains a numbered list of words (12) that all contain the same sound (s) 

somewhere in each word, either at the beginning, middle, or end. Explain that B, M, 

and E signify “Beginning   Middle   End” for each word. 

Read the words (from the top of page 7). For each word, say the number, then read 

the word, pronouncing it clearly. You can repeat the word, if necessary. The learner 

should listen to each word, then circle B if the sound is at the beginning of the word, 

M if it’s in the middle, and E if it’s at the end. Later, compare the learner’s answer to 

your answer key. 


